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The Lora in  County  Metropol i tan  Park  D ist r ic t  was  estab l ished  in  1957 by  the  Lora in 
County  Probate  Cour t .  Under  the  prov is ions  of  Chapter  1545 of  the  Ohio  Rev ised 
Code ,  Lora in  County  Metro  Parks  is  a  spec ia l  d is t r ic t  operat ing  as  a  separate 
po l i t ica l  subdiv is ion  of  the  State  of  Oh io .  The  Metro  Parks  prov ide  res idents  wi th 
the  preser vat ion  of  open  space ,  conser vat ion ,  educat ion  and  outdoor  recreat ion 
programs and  fac i l i t ies . 

Funding  for  the  Metro  Parks  is  prov ided  pr imar i ly  by  a  1 .6  mi l l  county-wide  proper ty 
tax  levy.  Other  sources  of  income inc lude  grants ,  g i f ts  and  bequests  a long  wi th  fees 
generated  f rom the  Forest  H i l ls  Go l f  Course ,  Sp lash  Zone ,  Mi l le r  Nature  Preser ve , 
Amherst  Hea l thPlex  and  fac i l i ty  renta ls .

J A M E S  T . 
W A L T H E R

P R O B A T E  C O U R T  J U D G E

J A M E S  E . 
Z I E M N I K

D I R E C T O R / S E C R E T A R Y

The Board of Park Commissioners 
is responsible for policy and fiscal 
oversight. The Director/Secretary is 
responsible for the daily management 
of the Metro Parks. The Lorain County 
Metro Parks staff is comprised of 76 
full-time and 18 year-round, part-
time employees, supplemented by up 
to 285 seasonal staff members in the 
summer months. Sixteen members 
of the Metro Parks’ ranger staff are 
certified Ohio Peace Officers. The 
rangers are responsible for public 
safety in the Metro Parks and are 
also assigned park maintenance 
and supervisory duties. Other staff 
members maintain ties and conduct 
educational programming and special 
event activities in the park district.
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S H E R R I L L  M .
M c L O D A

K E N N E T H  M .
L I E U X

J O S E P H  E .
H R I B A R

Lorain County Metro Parks is governed by a three-member Board of Park Commissioners, 
who are appointed by the Lorain County Probate Court Judge and serve without pay.
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FRIENDS OF THE METRO PARKS IN LORAIN COUNTY

THE TEAM 
O F  T H E  L O R A I N  C O U N T Y  M E T R O  P A R K S

76
10

16
18
285

SEVENTY-SIX 
FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES
TEN 
NATURALISTS

SIXTEEN 
SERVICE RANGERS
EIGHTEEN
PART-TIME EMPLOYEES
TWO HUNDRED EIGHTY-FIVE
SEASONAL EMPLOYEES

The  ent i re  Met ro  Parks  team 
cons is ts  o f  fu l l - t ime ,  par t - t ime , 
and  seasona l  employees  a long 
w i th  our  immense  vo lunteer 
popu la t ion .

Vo lunteer  Suppor t  i s  an 
essent ia l  e lement  to  the 
success  o f  the  Met ro  Parks . 
Over  the  past  year,  413 
vo lunteers  donated  14 ,002 
hours  o f  the i r  t ime  to  the 
Met ro  Parks .
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
F R O M  T H E  Y E A R  2 0 1 9

C A R L I S L E  R E S E R V A T I O N
•   ADDITION TO NIELSEN OBSERVATORY COMPLE TED  •

•   CHILDREN’S  N ATURE DISCOVERY TRAIL  RENOVATED  •
•   FLOATING TREATMENT WE TL ANDS COMPLE TED  •

B L A C K  R I V E R  B I K E W A Y
•   PH ASE 3B COMPLE TED  •

L A K E V I E W  P A R K
•   SUNSE T BEACH FEST PROGRAM  •

H O L L S T E I N  R E S E R V A T I O N
•   AMHERST HEALTHPLEX PARKING LOT REPAVED  •

L O R A I N  C O U N T Y  M E T R O  P A R K S
•   L AW ENFORCEMENT 1 ST PL ACE AWARD FROM OHIO PARKS AND RECREATION 

ASSOCI ATION FOR COLL ABORATIVE SUICIDE PREVENTION CAMPAIGN  •

•   S I X  NEW PL AYGROUNDS  •
AMHERST BEAVER CREEK RESERVATION, BLACK RIVER RESERVATION (DAY’S DAM), CARLISLE RESERVATION (DUCK POND PICNIC 

AREA), FRENCH CREEK RESERVATION (PINE TREE PICNIC AREA), INDIAN HOLLOW RESERVATION, SANDY RIDGE RESERVATION

•   ARROWHEAD REDESIGNED  •

•   WESWIM INIT I ATIVE  •

•   EXPLORE U INIT I ATIVE  •

•   G IRLS IN  GEAR PROGRAM  •

T H E  N O R T H  S T A R  P R E S E R V E
•   WILDFLOWER MEADOW CREATED  •

•   M APLE COOK-OFF PROGRAM  •

S P L A S H  Z O N E
•   FACILIT Y ROOF REPL ACED  •



•  METRO PARKS FACILITY USE ROOM AND PROGRAMS  •
PROGRAM/FACILIT Y     RESERVATIONS      AT TENDANCE
Requested  Programs 
Publ ic  Programs

Senior  C i t izen  Bus  Tours
French  Creek  Theatre
Hal loween Fa i r
Hol iday  L ights

Amherst  Beaver  Creek
Amherst  Hea l thPlex
Black  R iver  Reser vat ion
Car l is le  V is i tor  Center
Cascade  Park
Char lemont  Reser vat ion
Columbia  Reser vat ion
Forest  H i l ls
French  Creek  Nature  Center
Ind ian  Hol low Reser vat ion
Kopf  Fami ly  Reser vat ion
Lakev iew Park
Mi l le r  Nature  Preser ve
Sandy  R idge  (Johnson Wet land  Center )  
Schoepf le  Garden
Splash  Zone
Vermi l ion  R iver  Reser vat ion  (Mi l l  Ho l low)
Wel l ington  Reser vat ion

TOTAL

228
1,958

135
57

N/A
N/A

363
203
322
505
114

7
20

N/A
126
105

4
365
125

 172
105

54
536
175

5,679

12,649
104,605

2 ,804
5 ,092

24 ,763
17 ,217

17 ,325
5 ,770

20 ,518
21 ,281

4 ,970
500
567

20 ,908
5 ,723
6 ,921

725
16 ,772

2 ,176
6 ,605
1 ,544

620
28 ,442

8 ,510

337,007
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PROGRAMS & VISITORS
F R O M  T H E  Y E A R  2 0 1 9

•  METRO PARKS DAY-USE VISITORS  •
Amherst Beaver Creek Reservation
Amherst HealthPlex
Black River Reservation
Caley Reservation
Carlisle Reservation
Cascade Park
Columbia Reservation
Forest Hills Golf Course
French Creek Reservation
Indian Hollow Reservation

Kipton Reservation
Lakeview Park
Miller Nature Preserve
North Coast Inland Trail
North Star Preserve (Henry’s Barn)
Sandy Ridge Reservation
Schoepfle Garden
Splash Zone
Vermilion River Reservation
Wellington Reservation

TOTAL

127 ,926
170 ,559
244 ,564

6 ,208
166 ,988
310 ,516

74 ,726
81 ,088

330 ,544
114 ,076

20 ,280
865 ,443
111 ,190

31 ,614
14 ,090
95 ,798
97 ,256

255 ,209
393 ,612

73 ,564

3,585,251
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FINANCIALS 
F R O M  T H E  Y E A R  2 0 1 9

 
$4,577,344.00
$1,544,336.07

$81,341.10
$123,020.23
$788,289.33

$66,073.57
$1,513,291.90

$124,625.50
$103,836.48

$22,250.08
$343,931.17
$198,582.73
$823,058.22

$3,557,436.26
$593,586.83

$14,461,003.47

REVENUE
Property Tax

Interest on Investments

Schoepfle Trust

Grants

Mitigations

Fees and Charges

Forest Hills Golf Course

Lakeview Park

Amherst HealthPlex

Miller Nature Preserve

North Star Preserve

Splash Zone

French Creek Theatre

TOTAL REVENUE

Taxes
Fees/Grants/Trust/Int
Income/Misc

Personnel
Operations
Donations
Capital
Land

EXPENDITURES
Salaries
Employee Fringe Benefits
Supplies
Programs
Materials
Repairs/Rentals
Utilities/Service
Advertising/Displays/Printing
Projects
Seminars/Training
Equipment
Designated Donations
Land Acquisition
Capital Improvements/Contracts
Grants/Misc

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

 
$10,548,738.24

$66,286.76

$230,451.95

$1,530,616.97

$50,000.00

$972,218.91

$307,051.00

$70,748.42

$653,904.09

$132,156.90

$47,221.00

$717,565.37

$82,306.57

$15,409,266.18

$10,548,738.24
$2,849,574.59
$2,010,953.35

$6,121,680.07
$3,166,659.36

$198,582.73
$4,151,023.09

$823,058.22

68%
19%
13%

42%
22%

1%
29%

6%

TAXES
PERSONNEL

FEES/GRANTS/TRUST/INT
OPERATIONS

INCOME/MISC
DONATIONS

CAPITAL LAND
Ohio Revised Code Section 1545.08 requires that park districts periodically publish a report to the citizens summarizing the district’s activities. This report 
is intended to fulfill this requirement. Other reports regarding specific programs or facilities are available annually. If you have any questions concerning this 
publication, please contact Lorain County Metro Parks at (440) 458-5121. Unless otherwise noted, numbers in this report were accurate as of January 1, 2020.
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